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Abstract 
The No Child Left Behind Act has had a tremendous impact on the public school 
community.  With this increased demand for improved student performance, it has 
become increasingly clear that the majority of principals are now overwhelmed with data.  
Some of the most challenging questions that principals face are (1) what data elements 
are most important; and (2) once I get the data, what do I do with it?  This qualitative 
study was designed to investigate the type and manner principals use data to support their 
school improvement efforts.  Specifically, the purpose of this study was to determine the 
following:  (1) what type of data do principals use to improve student achievement? and 
(2) how do principals use these data to improve student achievement?  Most importantly, 
this presentation will provide participants with a review of policy and programmatic 
efforts developed by the Michigan Department of Education, professional leadership 
organizations, and selected universities to systemically enhance principals’ knowledge 
and understanding  about how to use data for instructional decision-making. 
 
Target Audience: Principals, teacher leaders, leadership development specialists, 
central office administrators, superintendents, board of education members, educational 
administration and leadership faculty 


